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How many weeks a year do you work?     

Every year is different, but as a course designer I tend to work around 25 - 30 weeks a year. 

What is the pay range for a course designer?  

This varies a lot. $275-$1400 per day. This depends on your experience and the level of show. 

What does a person need to do to become a course designer?   

Work ethic, beyond what most people can comprehend, is a tremendous asset; but more importantly a 
tremendous desire to learn is key.  

"Once you stop learning, you stop being a designer.” This was one of the first things Werner Deeg (FEI 
Official International Course Designer) told me when I expressed interest in design, and it has always stuck 
with me.  

Horsemanship is an asset that cannot be overlooked. Without it, there is no love for the sport. Even as a 
junior designer it drives me to put out my best work every day, everywhere I go.  

Artistic philosophy and being able to see the beauty in a simple line are things I feel are needed to be a 
designer. For me the tape measures, computers, rulers, and pencils are the things that can be bought, but the 
things a person needs to truly be a designer come from within. 

What are the levels of course designing?  

The national levels step from Apprentice to Junior and Senior National. After this is the international (FEI) 
accreditation, from Level 1 through to 4. Level 4 is the highest level, which is the rating needed for 
designing all of the world championships.  

What are the positives and negatives to being a course designer?    

Getting to do something I love everyday is the biggest positive. It is something unique and positive in our 
industry to have friends, and sometimes friends who are more like family, in many corners of North 
America and around the world.  

Living on the road, airports, hotels, cab rides, and rental cars may sound like the best life ever to some. 
Missing family events and important life events with friends in general can be tough, but it’s a decision I 
have made and the rewards, for the most part, outweigh the negative aspects. 
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