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How to brush the tail 
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In order to properly brush a horse’s tail, there are a few considerations to remem-
ber: 

1 – Never try to brush a dirty tail! Brushing through dirt will only make it easier to 
rip the hair out. It is said it can take up to a year for a hair to grow from top to bot-
tom, so every hair that you pull out will be missed! 

2 – Always use a conditioning spray before brushing through the tail. Show Sheen is 
a very popular choice and is relatively inexpensive. It can, however, accelerate the 
hair drying out or becoming brittle, in spite of the slippery feel. I prefer the ‘Canter’ 
brand or ‘Dream Coat’. Be sure to spray the conditioner liberally prior to brushing. 

3 – Use a good brush with bristles that are directly attached to the brush head itself 
(rather than to an insert that can be removed from the brush head). A wide flat 
brush is best.

4 – When you start to brush a tail, wind it in a spiral around your non-brushing 
hand first, such that if you do catch a knot it is less likely to be ripped out at the 
root. 

5 – Always start by brushing the bottom first and work your way to the top – care-
fully! Pick your way through the knots until it all brushes through smoothly. 

6 – Once you get to the top, remember to brush all around the dock, as this will help 
stimulate growth of new hair.

7 – If possible, try to brush the tail every day. If you aren’t at the barn with your 
horse that often, I would suggest leaving it until you are getting ready to head to a 
show to brush it after a good wash. 

Additional comments:
After bathing, I like to use the ‘Cowboy Magic’ wash out tail conditioner.
Always spray the tail with your conditioning spray after washing.
Always wait for the tail to dry before brushing. 
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